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The President presided at this meeting. The Secretary of the Treasury 
and the Director, Bureau of the Budget, participated in the action be- 
low. The U. S. Representative to the United Nations; the Attorney Gen- 
eral; the Deputy Secretary of Defense; the Secretaries of the Army, the 
Navy, and the Air Force; the Acting Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff; 
the Chief of Staff, U. S. Army; the Chief of Staff, U. S. Air Force; 
the Ccranandant, U. S. Marine Corps; the Director of Central Intelligence; 
the Acting Director, U. S. Information Agency; the Under Secretary of 
State; Charles E. Bohlen, Special Assistant to the Secretary of State; 
the Special Assistants to the President for National Security Affairs 
and for Science and Technology; the Special. Counsel to the President; 
the Adviser to the President for Para-Military Affairs; the Assistant 
to the Vice President; the Deputy Special Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs; the Deputy Under Secretary of State; the 
Assistant Secretary of State (UN Affairs); the Deputy Director, J-3 
(Operations) , Joint Chiefs of Staff; the Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(ISA); the Military Aide to the President; the Acting Executive Secre- 
tary, NSC; and Bromley Smith, NSC Staff, attended the meeting. 


ACTION 

NUMBER SUBJECT 


2417. U. S. POLICY WITH RESPECT TO LAOS 
(NSC Action No. 2415) 

a. Discussed the current situation in Laos and agreed 
that no f ina l decisions as to U. S. courses of ac- 
tion with respect to that situation should be taken 
at this meeting, pending further developments in the 
cease-fire negotiations. 


b. Noted that the President would be prepared under cer- 
~ tain conditions to deploy U. S. forces to Thailand. 

c. Agreed that the Joint Chiefs of Staff should prepare, 
for presentation at a meeting of the National Security 
Council to be held on Tuesday, May 2, 1961, at 4:00 
p.m. , an appreciation of the military Implications of 
various measures that might be taken in Laos, Thai- 
land, and other countries of Southeast Asia. 
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DRAFT RECORD OF ACTIONS 
481st NSC Meeting 


u. s. POLICY WITH RESPECT TO LAOS 

(Draft Record of Actions of the 480tth NSC Meeting, 

April 29, 1961, Item 1) 

a* Discussed the current situation in Laos and 
agreed that no final decisions as to U* S* 
courses of action with respect to that situ- 
ation should be taken at this meeting, pend- 
ing further developments in the cease-fire 
negotiations. 

b. Noted that the President would be prepared 
under certain conditions to deploy U# S* 
forces to Thailand* 

c. Agreed that the Joint Chiefs of Staff should 

* 

prepare, for presentation at a meeting of the 
National Security Council to be held on Tues- 
day, May 2, 1961, at 4:00 p#m., an apprecia- 
^ tion of the military implications of various 

measures that might be taken in Laos, Thai- 
land, and other countries of Southeast Asia# 



